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ACLU Assails Bill o
T o Pm‘iect Agenis‘
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: A proposal to impose heavy criminal penaltza;-on STAT
Americans who deh'berately ‘dentify ¥.S. undercover
.intelligence agents is unconstitutional, the Amencaﬁ
*le ‘Liberties Union told Congress yesterday. .
- ACLU spokesmen - - Jerry~Berman--and. Momn
Halpenn testified in the second day of House sub-
_committee hearings on the bill, which is backed:by
‘President. Reagan, the Democratic- and Repubhcan.
.House:leaders- and. the CIA."Thse- oommxttee m eX=
' pected to approve it. :
Support for the bxll camse in of -twtxmony from
the Association of Former. Intelligence Officers..But
a smkmm for the Society of Professional Joxm‘ml"

.txonal guarantees of free speech. . " ",‘-,;.;.: s
The: proposed House bill would provide- ﬁnes-oi
up to 350,000 and imprisonment for up to 10 yeass.
for citizens who disclose names of undercover agents
.with the purpose of exposing them and xmpedm,,
»U.S Intelligence activities, . - i .
Similar legislation. is .coming up in the Senate,
‘The legislation failed to pass durmg the lastsomon
of Congress, 7, 2% =) Sng
-~ “There-is no cmctwal or consht\monal way-
.accomphsh the obedava of this legmlanon, Hal-
perin said. “Thus, whatwe bave is a bill which is-
‘merely symbclic in its protection of agents but
‘which does violence to the prmcxples of the me;
Amendment.” = oA
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Thelegxshhon,hesmd,wouldmakeltacnme.tq
publish names already available in the US. govern=
ment’s Biographic Register — now restricted in dl.s-
tnb\xl:wn—-or known as a matter of' course b)t

%" Halperm “said it wes the execuhva‘
'spomxbihty to provnde better cover for its agenis.- <

- .. But John Warner, a former CIA: counsel and. now‘.
with the Association of Former Intelligence Agents,
‘said publication of the agents’ names Jeopardlzed:
their lives and these of their families. He cited spe--
.cific cases of murders and: attamptad murders Qvaf ‘
the years.”. SR R S
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